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FOURTH QUARTER 2005

SEAN FAGAN &
CHAD DUDLEY

WON
*$19.4 MILLION
BRAIN DAMAGE CASE

*$16.4 MILLION
CHEMICAL EXPOSURE

$11.2 MILLION
BRAIN DAMAGE CASE

$5.4 MILLION
BRAIN DAMAGE CASE
*$3.0 MILLION
CHEMICAL LUNG DAMAGE CASE

$1.75 MILLION
JONES ACT/SHIP INJURY

*$1.4 MILLON
BRAIN DAMAGE/DISC INJURY

$1.25 MILLION
SPINE & DISC INJURY

* Judgments include legal interest

PERSONAL INJURY
PRACTICE

* Free consultation with
frial attorneys

o Appointments anytime,
anywhere

o 24-hour emergency service

* No recovery. No fee.
We do not get paid
unless you do.

* No out-of-pocket expenses for:
* medical freatment
 legal services

1300 Millerville
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
(225) 272-5555
Toll-Free: (800) 479-9223
FAX: (225) 272-5990

Web site:
www.lockemeredith.com
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

All of us at Locke Meredith, Sean Fﬁ m & Chad Dudley sg.nd ~ou1;-'-*
deepest appreciation to you and yo
v the years and allowing us to sqlrve
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Merry Christmas!

We pray your home is filled with joy, warmth, and goodwill durlngﬂiﬁ‘
this Christmas season and wish you and your family peace.,aﬂ
happiness, and health throughout the coming year.
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Old injury—new accident

On occasion, clients call us with this kind of question: “| was in an accident yesterda
and hurt my neck. | already suffer neck pain from an accident several years ago.
Can | even report this new injury to the insurance company and my doctor?”

Many live with injuries and illnesses ranging from healed broken bones to long-term
arthritis pain. But when they suffer new injuries in auto or other accidents that worsen
their preexisting conditions, they should report them. For one thing, the medical
profession recognizes that new accidents can worsen many orthopedic and neurologidal
injuries. For another, legal cases in most states acknowledge that an at-fault driver may be
held accountable for exacerbating an older injury and that such injuries are compensaple.

However, proving an accident worsened an existing injury may be challenging, and
various state laws figure into assigning accountability to drivers who may be at fault.
If you suspect an injury has been aggravated by an accident, seek legal counsel.
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Tune in to our educational show on COX Cable Channel 4 at 5:30 p.m. daily.

Know your rights! Get the help you need and the answers you want.




FOR YOUR SAFETY
Recalled product roundup

H ere are some recently recalled products you may have
in your home or at work:
[J Graco Children’s Products, Inc.,has recalled one million
Duo Tandem and 143,000 MetroLite strollers. Both models gan
fail to latch and unexpectedly collapse, injuring children in thie
strollers and those pushing them.
[J Belkin Corporation is asking consumers to return 10,300
Li-Polymer battery packs sold with Bluetooth Global Positio
3 ing System (GPS) Navigation Systems. Batteries can overhgat,
. . . . rupture, catch fire, or explode and harm users.
Ch | ld anUr\leS [1 Dorel Juvenile Group noted a warning about 250,000
Safety 1st Tubside Bath Seats. When used with nontraditiorfa
. ) or sunken bathtubs, the bath seats can break, tip over, and fnjur
A\II parents make special efforts to protect their il
children from harm. We buckle them in car [ LG Electronics, Inc., andSears, Roebuck and Cchave

seats and monitor them at play_. We safety-proof our ¥ called back 20,000 LG and Kenmore Elifeio™ Three-Door
homes and select age-appropriate toys, riding

vehicles, and games.

However, when children are at school, they can get
all kinds of scrapes and bumps, most of which are
minor. However, if a child is seriously hurt, most
parents feel a more than casual sense of responsibilit
to find out what and why it happened—and to
prevent such injuries from recurring.

®
Here are questions that an attorney might ask of Mall 'ra “d

teachers and administrators to learn about a child’s

injury: . . Arecent survey revealed that two-thirds of Americans had lost
® What kind of precautions did the school take to confidence in the way their personal information was being

catch fire, and burn consumers.
[0 Nautilus, Inc., is voluntarily recalling 10,000 Nautilus NT
1020 Exercise Benches, which have bench-seat welds that finay

separate from the frame, collapse, and injure exercisers.

protect children from injury during classes and handled in the marketplace.

activities? _ o _ Each person can take a number of important steps to decrease
= How quickly did administrators and staff recognize |ikelihood of identity theft and manage his or her personal financia
that an injury had occurred? _ and other information by better protecting their mail. Here’s how:
m How fast did school personnel come to the child’s . gecure the mailbox with a lock.

assistance? _ « Remove mail promptly.

m Was first aid provided? _ _ «Mail payments or other important items at a post office or public
m Did a school nurse or other professional administer mailbox, not in your own mailbox.

medical treatment? « Switch to electronic bill-paying when possible.

m Was the child hurt during an age-appropriate + Stop mail when
activity? _ ' . o o 55 . s e ey ol going away for

m Were other children involved in the injury? How? ' [y sy sl more than a day.

® Where and how did the injury occur? At recess? 2 . DI - Shred all malil

In gym class? On the stairs? In a science lab? On ot r)"n ation,:' P -nd other docu-
playground equipment? handled in thg ments that contain
m Were thgre witnesses? 3 Z ’ I 2 information anyone
= How quickly were the parents notified? LS Could use to

defraud you.
 Report mail theft
to postal authorities.

Please contact an attorney for additional

information about parents’ rights.




fter a physician prescribes a medication
and a pharmacist fills that prescription, it's

up to you to comply with instructions to make
sure the drug works safely and effectively.

Here are several medication-safety guide-
lines:
[] Tell all prescribing practitioners and
pharmacists the medications you take, including
over-the-counter products, vitamins, supple-
ments, herbals, and birth-control pills.
[J To keep up-to-date records and anticipate
emergencies, list all medications, noting drug
names, prescribing physicians, filling pharma-
cists, dosages, and how and when to take them
[J Try to fill all prescriptions at one pharmacy.
[J Never share medicines with others.
[0 Read instructions and warning labels.
[J Keep drugs in original containers, away from
children or pets.
[J Never mix different pills in one container.
[J Know what to do for side effects or cross-
medication reactions.
[J Discard outdated medicines.

Medication errors

Even though patients may do their best to
take medications safely and effectively, errors
may occur. Doctors sometimes prescribe
incorrect medications. Office or hospital staff
may administer the wrong drug. Pharmacists
can misfill prescriptions. In many cases, errors
may be small and have little effect.

However, when patients suffer injury because
of medication errors, they can seek assistance
through our civil justice system. A patient
suffered two cardiac arrests and restricted work
activity after a nurse negligently injected an
incorrect medication during an operation. The
hospital settled after the patient sued, alleging
the hospital was responsible for the nurse’s
wrongful administration of the drug.

three of us between the ages of 35
and 65 is likely to suffer a disabling

time during our careers. What dis- |
abling events can put a career off
track? Problem pregnancies, broker
arms, and anxiety conditions, to nar
just a few.

a percentage of salary and put caps on benefits, many people purchase

“lack of objective medical evidence” showed its client’s chronic fatigue

for ways he could prove his disability, even offering to take any medical
tests the insurer requested. The insurer declined. The venture capitalist

ccording to the Health Insurance
Association of America, one in

incident lasting at least 90 days so

Because most employer-issued disability insurance policies provide ofjly

private disability insurance policies to fill the income gap.

Bad faith

When insurers arbitrarily terminate promised payments on policies
clients have been paying premiums on for years, our civil justice system
can provide plaintiffs with recourse.

A venture capitalist who paid premiums on a guaranteed renewable
disability insurance policy for many years became disabled. Although thg
insurer paid benefits for a year, underwriters subsequently determined th

pta

syndrome was not authentic and stopped payments. The insured man agked
Hued
his insurer and its holding company for breach of contract, bad faith, ang
lost benefits. After hearing all evidence, a jury awarded the plaintiff
damages against the insurer and significant punitive damages against th
holding company.

Cold and flu season...

-..and phenylpropanolamine
this winter’s cold season arrives, consumers should be particularly

S

A aware of the potentially serious side effects of cold medications thaf
contain phenylpropanolamine (PPA).
A 2000 Yale University School of Medicine study showed that PPAS |
to an increased risk of hemorrhagic stroke, particular
in young women. The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has issued PPA public-health advisories and
asked manufacturers to discontinue using them
over-the-counter (OTC) and prescription cough
and cold medications as a decongestant, and i

OTC weight-loss products. A pharmacist can
recommend remedies that do not contain PPA to

cold sufferers.

Anyone suspecting that they or a relative
has been harmed by PPA should consult §n
attorney.
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PERSONAL INJURY GUIDE

FREE LEGAL INFORMATION

24 HOURS A DAY —

CALL 1-800-753-9970

PRESS The code for the topic you want to hear more about

8284 Proving your malpractice claim 8351  Medical treatment benefits
8363  What is Workers’ Compensation?

Social Security Benefits

Automobile Injuries

8249  Injured in an auto accident: Pursuing a claim 8285 Time requirements

8250 Injured in an auto accident: What are my rights2 8286 Wrongful death claims

8251  Were you the victim of a drunk driver? Work Injuries 8371 The review process
Types of Accidents and Injuries 8287  What are my remedies for on-the-job injury2 8372 What Social Security means fo you
8252 Airp|ane.s Product Liabili e 8373  What will happen to your benefits?
8253  Amputations 8288  Product defects: A manufacturer’s liability 8374 What you'll need when applying for child’s benefits
8254 Bicycles 8289  Product liability cases: Strict liability )
8255  Bout Professional Liabil 8375  When your spouse dies
Professional Liability q .
oaling TOIeSSIONd’. A ot 8376 Who can get child’s benefits?

8256  Broken Bone & Fracture 8290  Medical Malpractice: Types of claims

8377 Women and Social Security

8257 Burns 8292  Engineer liability: Defective highway design . O .

8258 Construction Property/Premises Owners 8378 Your I::chve: ca.s.e s being reviewed
8259  Defective Implants 8303  Home and business premises liability Insurance Claims Liability

8260 Dog Bites 8304 What are a homeowner’s duties? 8379 Claims under umbrella policies

8261  Eye Injuries 8305  Pet liability: Control your pets 8380 Homeowner's insurance

8262  FELA/Railroad Employee Protection 8306 A landlord’s duties to tenants 8381 Product liability insurance

8263  Head & Brain Injuries 8307  Property owner’s duties fo trespassers 8382 Injury on the job/workers’ compensation
8264 Heart & Lung 8308 What if I was injured at a hotel/motel2 8383 Insurer bad faith

8265  Herniated/Bulging Disc 8309 Who do | sue for a slip & fall2 8384  Contacting the state insurance commission
8266 Motorcycles Workers’ Compensation Injuries Employment Law

8267 Muscle & Ligament 8329  Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 8238  Racial discrimination: Workplace inequality
8268 Neck & Back 8330 Death Claims at Work 8239 Sexual discrimination: Equal pay

8269  Paralysis 8331  General Information 8240  Sexual harassment: What is it

8270  Pedestrian 8332 Hernias General Information

8271  River Boats 8333  Neck and Back Injuries mges can | recover?

8272 SW|.mm|ng Pools 8334  Old Injuries . 8314 Did I waive liability2

8273  Trains 8335  On-the-Job Auto Accidents 8315 Filing a lowsuit

8274 Unconsciousness 8336  Stress Claims 8316 Importance of libilty insurance

8275 Whiplash 8337 Trauma Injures 8317 Ar: lawsuits settled before trial2
Medical Malpractice Injuries 8338  Work Exposure Claims :

8276 Anesthesia - Improper administration 8339  Am | receiving dll benefits2 8318 Who c'on sve for'wrongful death?

8277  Prenatal and birth injuries 8340  Benefits 8322 What is your claim worth?

8278  Chiropractic 8341  Benefits if not working 8323 Valuing your claim

8279 Hospitals and clinics 8342  Benefifs returning to work 8324 Contingency Fee

8280 Inaccurate or premature diagnosis 8343  Lost wages 8325  Expenses

8281  Nursing care 8344  Pain and suffering 8326  Recoverable Damages

8282  Nursing homes 8345  Permanent Injury 8327  Settlements

8283  Physician 8346  Salary while not working 8328  Survivors’ Rights

The information included in this newsletter is not intended as a substitute for consultation with an attorney.

Specific conditions always require consultation with appropriate legal professiol



